IDEALISTIC  THOUGHT   OF   INDIA
twain shall meet, Professor Radhakrishnan maintains that the two
can meet and have met. It is usual for some philosophers of the
West to dismiss Indian thought with such remarks as that it is
mysticism and is not rational, that it depends more on metaphors
than on logic, and that it has more mythology than metaphysics.
Similarly, in India there is the tendency to talk slightingly of
Western metaphysics as intellectual gymnastics/which even as
such has not approached the logical subtleties of some Indian
systems, and to say that Western philosophy, unless it gives up
its modes of approach and aim and adopts those of the Indian,
can have no salvation. In face of both these views, Professor
Radhakrishnan declares that the spirit of man is the same every-
where. Some may say that he has attempted an impossible task
in trying to prove what he declares, others that he has misinter-
preted Indian thought. But the fact remains that he has succeeded
in showing that the spirit of man is the same everywhere in spite
of differences of outlook. The differences are only in the non-
essentials.//
Professor Radhakrishnan is known more as a liaison officer
between East and West than as the founder of a new system of
thought. This is certainly not the whole truth. However, the
construction of independent systems of thought is the philo-
sophical fashion of the West; but in India the follower of a great
tradition is more honoured, and the founder of a new philosophy
is. suspected. That is why even original formulations here have
sometimes been fathered upon some ancient teacher. Besides,
one who is more or less an historian of philosophy can hardly be
expected to develop an independent system. Even as an historian
of philosophy, Professor Radhakrishnan has a peculiar task to
perform, which is not at all easy. He has not merely to present
Indian thought, but to present it in terms of the ideology of the
West. His works not only present to the Western thinkers a new
approach to the philosophical problems, but also have disclosed
to the Indian thinkers new significance in their ancient philo-
sophical concepts. The originality and depth of thought required
to perform this task are in no way inferior to those displayed in
founding a new system. Professor Muirhead in reviewing his
Idealistic View of Life wrote: "If originality in philosophy as in
poetry consists, not in the novelty of the tale, nor even in the
distribution of light and shade in the telling of it, but in the depth
with which its significance is grasped and made to dominate over
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